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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY JUDGE 
 
IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF 
THE STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 
MILES MAESTAS, 
  Bar No. 024464 
 
 Respondent 

 

 PDJ 2021-9105 
 
FINAL JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
 
[State Bar No.  21-1639] 
 
FILED DECEMBER 21, 2021 
 

 
The Presiding Disciplinary Judge accepted the parties’ Agreement for Discipline by 

Consent submitted pursuant to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.  

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Respondent, MILES MAESTAS, Bar No. 

024464, is reprimanded for his conduct in violation of the Arizona Rules of Professional 

Conduct, as outlined in the consent documents. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent is placed on probation for a period 

of one (1) year under the following terms: 

1. Continuing Legal Education ("CLE"): In addition to annual MCLE 

requirements, Respondent shall complete the following CLE programs within 

90 days from the date of service of the final judgment and order: a) Candor, 

Courtesy and Confidences and  

b) Wait Wait – Don’t Lawyer Me.    
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Respondent shall provide the State Bar Compliance Monitor with evidence of 

completion of the program(s) by providing a copy of handwritten notes and 

certificate of completion.  Respondent shall contact the Compliance Monitor at 

602-340-7258 to make arrangements to submit this evidence.  Respondent shall 

be responsible for the cost of the CLE. 

Respondent shall commit no further violations of the Rules of Professional 

Conduct. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall pay the costs and expenses of 

the State Bar of Arizona in the amount of $1,200.00, within 30 days from the date of service 

of this order.  There are no costs or expenses incurred by the Office of the Presiding 

Disciplinary Judge in these proceedings. 

DATED this 21st day of December, 2021. 

Margaret H. Downie   
Margaret H. Downie 
Presiding Disciplinary Judge 

 
Copies of the foregoing emailed  
this 21st day of December, 2021, to: 
 
Jessica L. Beckwith 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP 
2929 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1700  
Phoenix Plaza Tower II  
Phoenix, AZ  85012-2761 
Email: jessica.beckwith@lewisbrisbois.com    
Respondent's Counsel 

mailto:jessica.beckwith@lewisbrisbois.com
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Craig D. Henley 
Senior Bar Counsel   
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-6266 
Email:  LRO@staff.azbar.org   
 
by: SHunt 

mailto:LRO@staff.azbar.org


1 

 
 

BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY JUDGE 
 
IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF THE 
STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 
MILES MAESTAS, 
  Bar No. 024464 
 
 Respondent.  

 PDJ 2021-9105 
 
DECISION ACCEPTING 
AGREEMENT FOR DISCIPLINE BY 
CONSENT 
 
[State Bar No. 21-1639] 
 
FILED DECEMBER 21, 2021 

 
On December 13, 2021, the parties filed an Agreement for Discipline by Consent 

(“Agreement”) pursuant to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.  The State Bar of Arizona is 

represented in this matter by Craig D. Henley.  Respondent Miles Maestas is represented 

by Jessica L. Beckwith.  A probable cause order issued on December 10, 2021, but no formal 

complaint has been filed.  

Contingent on approval of the proposed form of discipline, Mr. Maestas has 

voluntarily waived his right to an adjudicatory hearing, as well as all motions, defenses, 

objections, or requests that could be asserted. As required by Rule 53(b)(3), notice of the 

Agreement was sent to the complainant(s) by letter dated November 15, 2021 and December 

10, 2021.  A notice of no opposition to the Agreement was filed.   

The Agreement details a factual basis in support of Mr. Maestas’ conditional 

admissions and is incorporated by reference.  See Rule 57(a)(4).  Mr. Maestas admits 

violating Rule 42, ERs 3.3(c) (candor towards tribunal), 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to the 

administration of justice), and Rule 54(c) (knowing violation of any rule/order).  As a 
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sanction, the parties agree to a reprimand, one year of probation, and payment of costs to 

the State Bar. 

Mr. Maestas was personally involved in family court litigation regarding custody 

and parenting time.  He failed to abide by the requirements of A.R.S. § 25-408 by relocating 

with one of the minor children to Holbrook without proper notification to the child’s mother 

or the court.  He also made written and oral statements to the court about his residency that 

were incomplete and misleading.   

Based on the conditional admissions, the parties state that the presumptive sanction 

under the ABA Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions is reprimand under § 6.13 (false 

statements, fraud, and misrepresentation) and § 6.23 (abuse of the legal process).  They 

further stipulate to the existence of mitigating factor 9.32(a) – absence of prior disciplinary 

record and no aggravating factors. 

Although the Agreement states that Mr. Maestas “was negligent in determining 

whether his statements and documents regarding his residency” were false, the agreed-

upon ER 3.3(c) and Rule 54(c) violations have a “knowing” standard.  “Knowing” conduct 

implicates Standards §§ 6.12 and 6.22, which call for suspension.  The PDJ considered 

rejecting the Agreement as written or requesting additional briefing from the parties.  

However, it is significant that the judicial officer who referred Mr. Maestas to the State Bar 

has no objection to the Agreement.  Mr. Maestas’ lack of prior discipline in 15 years of 

practice is also significant.   For these reasons, 

IT IS ORDERED accepting the Agreement for Discipline by Consent.  A final 

judgment and order is signed this date.  
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DATED this 21st day of December 2021. 

    Margaret H. Downie   
Margaret H. Downie  
Presiding Disciplinary Judge  

 
COPY of the foregoing e-mailed 
this 21st day of December 2021 to: 
 
Craig D. Henley 
Senior Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, AZ  85016-6288 
Email:  LRO@staff.azbar.org  
 
by: SHunt 
 

Jessica L. Beckwith 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP 
2929 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1700 
Phoenix, AZ  85012-2761 
Email: Jessica.beckwith@lewisbrisbois.com  
Respondent’s Counsel 

 

mailto:LRO@staff.azbar.org
mailto:Jessica.beckwith@lewisbrisbois.com
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